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MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN SPRING  

Rapid increase in pasture feed coupled with 

insufficient grazing pressure. 

 - manage horses feed intake and use low feed 

paddocks, or yard and supplementary feed, 

 - cut some paddocks for hay. 

Weeds begin to flower and set seed. 

 - possible herbicide applications, 

 - slashing may be necessary.  



MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN SPRING  

Paddock are often too wet to use machinery. 

 - avoid heavy machinery 

Managing fire risk. 

 - slashing may be necessary once or twice, 

 - agisting extra livestock may be possible.  

Resting paddocks to allow pastures to set seed 

(especially native grass pastures).  

 - balancing grazing and hay feeding. 



MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN SPRING  

Check clover levels in pasture 

 - if too little consider over-sowing in autumn, 

 - if too much consider applying a selective 

herbicide next year in late winter. 



Reference: Melissa Offord, Plants Poisonous to 

Horse - An Australian Field Guide  

 

https://www.horsecouncil.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2015/11/Plants-Poisonous-to-

Horses-Aust-field-guide.pdf 

 



PERENNIAL RYEGRASS    

Some cultivars of perennial ryegrass contain an 

endophyte fungus which can affect the nervous 

systems of animals causing ógrass staggersô.  The 

levels of  endophyte differ between varieties and 

between seed batches.  

Horses and alpacas are particularly                 

susceptible and can display symptoms                               

of trembling, staggering and loss of                        

balance.  It is not usually fatal, although                

animals can be severely injured as a                           

result of falling.  



PERENNIAL RYEGRASS  

They will generally recover quickly if removed from those 

paddocks and fed non-toxic feed.   

In severe cases pastures may have to be re-sown with 

cultivars which are óLowô endophyte or óNoô endophyte. 

Avoid older varieties with ówildô type fungus.   

Low endophyte cultivars include 

 -  Ausvic (550 to 650mm).  

AR1 cultivars have a strain of novel fungus producing low 

levels or no toxins.  For example:    

 -  Arrow (>650mm) and Bronsyn (> 650mm).    



ANNUAL RYEGRASS  

Annual ryegrass toxicity (ARGT) 

is caused by a bacterium 

Rathayibacter toxicus which can 

be carried by an Aguina spp. 

nematode into the developing seed 

heads of some annual grasses, 

such as Wimmera Ryegrass, where 

it eventually produces a powerful 

poison called corynetoxin.  

Poison production occurs when the 

grass is haying off, or ôsenescingô.  
Healthy annual ryegrass seed 

head.  



Any livestock that eat infected seed 

heads may die. 

Hay and pasture can be tested by 

SARDI Plant & Soil Health. 

óSafeguardô annual ryegrass is 

resistant to this toxicity 

ANNUAL RYEGRASS  

Infected seed heads with yellow 

slime.  



óSafeguardô annual ryegrass is recommended as a self 

regenerating vigorous variety which is resistant to annual 

ryegrass toxicity (ARGT).    

  

Safeguard ryegrass will crossbreed with the local ryegrass 

species such as Wimmera, to produce ARGT resistant seeds 

which germinate the following year.  

  

This has been developed for the drier regions of South Australia 

and has excellent winter pasture production and is resistant to 

the root disease Take-all.   

SAFEGUARD ANNUAL RYEGRASS                                     

(LOW RAINFALL 350 - 450MM) 



Cape Tulip (one or two leaved)  

CAPE TULIP  



Cape tulip (one and two leaved) develops a deep corm and is 

hard to grub out.  Toxins called cardiac glycosides are 

produced ï cattle are most susceptible.  Horses can be 

affected, sheep less so.   

Is a common contaminant of hay.  

Herbicide control 

Metsulfuron methyl (sold as brushoff or ally) June to 

September.  

24D amine June to September  

CAPE TULIP  



MARSHMALLOW  

Small flowered mallow has been 

implicated in poisoning of 

horses, sheep and cattle.  

It is not that common since the 

plants are generally unpalatable.  

Ensure plenty of paddock feed. 

 

Symptoms include: profuse 

sweating; rapid breathing; 

staggers and muscle tremors.       



Avoid putting horse onto paddock where this weed 

dominates. 

 

It can be controlled with herbicides.  Spot spray with 

glyphosate if only a few plants.  A broad leaf spray using a 

mix of Hammer and 24D Amine when plants are small (ie 4 

to 10 leaf stage) is effective.  Include a wetter such as Hasten 

(0.5%). 

 

If plants become woody consider spot spraying with a woody 

weed killer such as GrazonDS. 

MARSHMALLOW  



CAPEWEED  

Capeweed can cause 

nitrate/nitrite poisoning.  

Injesting plants with high 

nitrate can cause death.  

Haemoglobin is affected 

causing lack of oxygen in 

blood.  Avoid heavy grazing of 

weeds sprayed with 24-D 

herbicides.  Sheep & cattle are 

likely to suffer nitrite 

poisoning, horses nitrate 

poisoning.      



Do not overgraze pastures, always maintain 70% minimum 

ground cover.   The following herbicides, applied in autumn, 

will control capeweed, geranium and salvation jane: 

  

Agtryne MA, 1 litre per hectare.  Rosettes need to be less 

than 10cms. Do not use near vines. 

  

Tigrex, 1 litre per hectare. Rosettes need to be less than 

10cms. Do not use near vines. 

  

Jaguar, 750 mls per hectare. Rosettes need to be less than 

15cms.    

CAPEWEED  



SALVATION JANE  

Salvation jane contains up to 

ten types of toxic 

pyrrolizidine alkaloids 

which are toxic to the liver. 

The weed has been 

associated with many horse 

deaths in recent years. All 

parts of the plant are toxic 

and the toxicity is not lost in 

dried plants. 



If a herbicide application is necessary use that 

recommended for capeweed control.  Control any spring 

germinations.   

SALVATION JANE  



Crown weevil  

(Mogulones 

larvatus) 

 

Flea beetle 

(Longitarsus 

echii) 

 

Pollen beetle 

(Meligethes 

planiusculus) 

 

Root weevil 

(Mogulones 

geographicus) 

 

In recent years Salvation jane (declared weed) has declined, in 

part, as a result of biological control measures.   

SALVATION JANE  



Guildford grass (Onion grass)  

GUILDFORD GRASS  



Guildford grass (Onion grass) can cause death by blocking the small intestine  

GUILDFORD GRASS  


