


Sharing The Road

Motorists and riders both have the right to use 
Australia’s roads – a right to safe and enjoyable 
travel.  Both share responsibility to understand each 
others’ needs.

Although a horse rider would prefer not to use the 
roads, it is often necessary to do so in order to reach 
trails and other facilities.

It may not always be obvious why a horse and rider 
are behaving in the way they are.

Drivers need to show a duty of care when horses are 
on the roadway. 
Pass wide and slowly around horses that appear to be 
nervous or upset.

A horse rider must make 
     sure that hand signals are

• Appropriate

• Clear

• Given in plenty of time

Riders are advised to ride in single file where the 
road narrows or when approaching bends or crests.

It may not seem obvious at first, but there are  
usually good reasons for riding in pairs.

For Example:

 
 The horse on the inside may
 be young and nervous and need the security  
 of a steadier horse between them and the 
 traffic.

Riders are always advised to keep to the left of the 
road even when turning right – it is unsafe to 
position a horse between lines of traffic where they 
can panic with no escape route.

Horses are powerful animals but they are vulnerable, 
easily frightened and can panic around fast-moving 
traffic.

Tips for Horse Riders:

  Observe (all around you and especially behind)

  Signal (arm stretched out, palm facing the front)

  Observe Again (lifesaver look behind)

  Manoeuvre (move off when safe to do so)

I intend to turn left

I intend to turn right

Driver please stop




